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The pressure to use a gender-sensitive approach in the different educational contexts and spaces, whether they are formal or informal seems not to need great explanations, given the evidence of the maintenance and reconfiguration of inequalities and sexual discrimination, rooted in the power differential between men and women in different domains. Due to multiple identities of individuals and their personal and social circumstances, this power differential between men and women, which is inseparable of the intersectionality of characteristics, presents some challenges not always consciously revealed or dealt with by those who teach and by those who learn. 
Formal education and, in particular, the school system inevitably share the sexist foundations on which social inequality between men and women are based, and that are common to all the other social systems, from labour market to university and from politics to culture. As Nicole Mosconi (2009) emphasised, the social mechanisms of gender act inside the school as well as they exist and act in the society as a whole. This allows to explain that the school dynamics of students and teachers provide different experiences to boys and girls.
The learning of each of the sexes, either around knowledge or inherent in the development of personal and social competences, identify, in a dynamic way, performances and gender visions of oneself, the other and the world, from which persistently asymmetrical power relations between the sexes are built and rebuilt. These relations will be unlikely to change if the androcentric knowledge conveyed by school, the one which is selected to be taught and leaned, is not subject to questioning, renovation and update, thus becoming also emancipator for girls and boys (Alvarez and Vieira 2014).

Education ensures, among other things, learning opportunities which revolve around rules and standards of interaction, that restrain the relationship between the sexes, configured and performed within the framework of a predominantly androcentric culture. This constitutes perhaps one of the most powerful and invisible mechanisms for reproducing and legitimizing social inequalities between men and women. The incorporation of this androcentric culture, persistently hegemonic and present in the different contexts, both formal and informal of education and teaching, translates into learning opportunities of subordination, as Marina Subirats (2016) reminds us, and the “naturalization” of how different value judgements are made on different knowledge and scientific areas.  
Notwithstanding the path already taken, which results from social progress guided by national and international public policies ratified and integrated in the national public policies of different countries, the statement made by Teresa Pinto (2000, 34) remains current at the present time when she affirms that “change is not something that is produced naturally and automatically as new generations grow and replace the previous ones. The stereotyped conceptions that associate the jobs for men to their function of “breadwinner”, that is, the function of feeding the family, and the jobs for women to their “maternal” function, persist in the Portuguese society and cross all generations”.
Following the thought of Edmée Ollagnier (2014), a gender-sensitive educational act should be understood as the possibility to provide equality “of access to the opportunities of life” (p. 223) to those persons who are learning. It is known that these personal trajectories are built from very early on, and along the way they are formed via learning situations in formal contexts, such as in school, or in non-formal contexts, from childhood to late adulthood. These learning situations do not always mobilize within the learner a sense of intentionality, nor a critical awareness capable of evaluating the learned contents and its potential impact on the personal decision-making about different subjects (Ostrouch-Kaminska and Vieira 2015).
The integration of equality between men and women as one of the structuring axes in the educational system – from early childhood to post-graduate education – remains an imperative of the European countries, despite the differences in the national policies and the greater or lesser success of the political initiatives of gender mainstreaming in education. These initiatives must naturally embrace initial and continuous training of teaching professionals and imply substantial changes either in the way how educational and teaching institutions fulfil their mission or in their organizational culture, demanding their partnership with the different stakeholders. Within the framework of education for citizenship of new generations, which is one of the current priorities of educational systems and their politics, Madeleine Arnout (2009) questions how the integration of gender-related issues meets the challenges that, in the 21st Century, globalization and a new holistic perspective of human rights have been posing to democracy.
This thematic dossier selected by ex æquo Issue no. 36 wishes to discuss different approaches on the relationships between gender issues, the different modalities of education and the various ways to experience and exercise rights and duties which underlie a pluralist conception of citizenship. It is important to bring to the debate perspectives about practices, contexts and educational agents that promote, on equal terms for both men and women, the appreciation of public and private dimensions of human life and the shared and balanced use of time, space, and available resources by men and women. Before the challenges posed by current emergent problems, complicated by the intersection of identities and ownerships of individuals and groups of individuals, it is urgent that educational systems, the curricula in initial and continuous training of teachers and the politics that rule the sector of education are able to perfectly meet the real needs of the people (European Commission 2016).
The Call for Papers for this thematic dossier is an invitation to Portuguese and international researchers to submit theoretical or empirical articles from the different disciplines directly or indirectly associated with reflections on the role of education, understood in its broadest meaning as a human trait and as an “act of intervention in the world,” to use the words of Paulo Freire (2000, 22). Particularly welcome are those research works sustained by feminist perspectives, gender studies and women’s studies from any academic field, or disciplinary, inter-disciplinary or multi-disciplinary works.

Considering constructionist perspectives on the way how gender dynamics are negotiated in social relationships, we suggest that authors bring to the debate themes that are almost missing in the agenda of the so called mainstreaming science, as well as themes usually relegated to second place in the different scientific areas which result from the traditional research methods based on positivism ((Järviluoma, Moisala and Vilkko 2003).
Without limiting the range of possible themes for this dossier, the following thematic areas are offered for consideration: 

- The place of gender issues in formal education, from mandatory schooling to post-secondary education: environments; personal and collective interactions; organizational dynamics; use of resources.

- Gender and citizenship: the role of scientific knowledge in the promotion of social equality between men and women.

- Gender, science and academic culture: androcentrism, canons and instituted knowledge.
- Gender and curricula in different cycles of the educational system: (in)coherencies and divergences/convergences between discourses and educational practices.

- Representations of gender, hegemonies, and diversities: subordination learning and dominance learning.

- From academic success to educational and social success of girls and boys.

- Masculine paradigms and feminine paradigms in school education: centralities and marginalities.

- Between the digital world and the real world: new informal spaces and gender social relations.

- Gender problematics in initial and continuous training of teachers: the role of higher education institutions
- Gender and continuous training of teachers: local partnerships and regional dynamics.
- Gender relations, education and empowerment of vulnerable persons or groups (e.g, illiterate older women; migrant men or women; people with disabilities and/or special educational needs).
· Gender and disciplinary crossover: disciplinary knowledge and cross competences in the training of education professionals.
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Articles must strictly follow the norms presented at http://www.apem-estudos.org/en/page/apresentacao-da-revista and must be submited until 15 May 2017, addressed to Cristina C. Vieira (University of Coimbra), Teresa Alvarez (Open University) and Joanna Ostrouch-Kaminska (University Warmia and Mazury at Olsztyn), who are in charge of this thematic dossier, and sent to apem1991@gmail.com
Articles which do not comply with the aforementioned norms in terms of length, formatting, citations, or reference bibliographical resources will be excluded in a first stage of selection before they are subject to further review. Within four weeks after the submission deadline, the author(s) will receive information on the results of the first selection and which works will move on to the next stage, that is, the scientific review of the text. The expected publication date for this issue is November 2017. 

In addition to submissions for its thematic dossiers, the call for papers concerning non-themed submissions to ex æquo for the sections of Studies, Essays, and Reviews is continuously open. 
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ex æquo is a scientific, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary peer reviewed journal published since 1999. It is open to contributions of multiple disciplines and currents of thought, as a bi-annual interdisciplinary journal in the area of Women’s, Gender and Feminist Studies (http://exaequo.apem-estudos.org/page/apresentacao-da-revista?lingua=en)
ex æquo invites submissions of original papers, both to the thematic dossiers and the studies and essays caption, and book reviews. The Journal is edited by the Portuguese Association of Women’s Studies (APEM) and is directed to an international audience, accepting manuscripts submitted in Portuguese, English, French and Spanish, from various countries. It aims to ensure that the articles published make a significant contribution to the advance of knowledge. Articles submitted for publication undergo a blind independent review by at least two recognised specialists drawn from a range of countries. 
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